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The Chupacabra is a high gain overdrive/distortion pedal modeled after the early small box non-LED Rat pedal. While the early Rat is good sounding, I found the overall tone to be too bright and somewhat buzzy sounding. The Chupacabra’s frequency range has been modified to be fuller and thicker sounding, never brittle or harsh sounding. In addition, the annoying Filter control of the Rat is gone, replaced with a conventional tone control. 

Only the best components are used: a NOS LM308 chip and tantalum capacitors, Switchcraft jacks, top quality 3PDT stomp switch for true bypass, mil-spec socketed IC, carbon composition resistors and top quality film caps. In addition, the Chupacabra is built on a commercial grade circuit board and is housed in a cast aluminum box that is very tough.  

Operating the pedal is straightforward. The three knobs control Level, Tone and Gain. Try everything on 5 (12 O’clock position) with the switch up and adjust to taste.  

The Level control is usually set at about 3-5. The Chupacabra has a strong output so settings above 5 are rarely needed.  

The Tone control is simple; adjust to compensate for overly bright/dark guitars or amps.

The Gain control is very powerful and has a very wide range. On lower settings of 1-3 you get a nice mild boost, on higher settings of 4-6 you’ll hear fat chunky chords and singing leads.   Note: the gain pot is an 11 position “clicker” type, this helps to differentiate it from the level control.
Use the switch! This is the key to finding your sound. The 3-way switch on the right of the pedal gives you three distinct sounds. The up setting is Assymetrical and has a very thick distortion tone. The middle setting is Boost, named because this setting clips the signal less and is the loudest, with the gain reduced this setting makes a great overdrive. The bottom position is Symmetrical and has a slightly smoother tone. Using this switch and the gain control gives you access to a number of different tones, great for adjusting to different guitars or rooms for live use.

Amp Settings: to begin, set your amp for a good CLEAN sound and check out the Chupacabra.  It also works great on amps with a little breakup. If you’re using an amp with a lot of gain you’ll probably have to lower the gain on the pedal, try 1-3. 

Many players have found that all they need is a good tube amp and a Chupacabra for live use, try it! 

The Chupacabra uses a 9 volt battery or standard Boss type adapter (2.1mm plug with a negative tip, 9VDC). I recommend the adapter for consistency and convenience. 

Lovekraft Effects is located in Florida and can be reached at  lovecrafteffects@cfl.rr.com.  All Lovekraft products are made by hand in the USA!  A label w/serial number and build date can be found inside the unit. Stick on rubber feet are included for you to install if you like.

In case you’re wondering why this pedal is called the Chupacabra (pronounced choo-pa-cob-ra), the idea is that it’s a rodent (Rat) taken to the extreme. 
Chupacabra, from Spanish chupar: to suck, cabra: goat; goats sucker) is a cryptid said to inhabit parts of the Americas. It is associated particularly with Puerto Rico (where it was first reported), Mexico, and the United States. The name translates literally from the Spanish as "goat sucker." It comes from the creature's reported habit of attacking and drinking the blood of livestock, especially goats. Physical descriptions of the creature vary. Eyewitness sightings have been claimed as early as 1990 in Puerto Rico, and have since been reported as far north as Maine, and as far south as Chile. Mainstream scientists and experts generally hypotesize that the chupacabra is a legendary creature, or a type of urban legend. It is supposedly a heavy creature, the size of a small bear, with a row of spines reaching from the neck to the base of the tail.
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